SELLERS 


they pur- 
but fails 
these, 
are not 


12, No. 


BEST SELLE 


Published the University Scranton, Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Editor 
John Jacklin, S.J. 
Associate Editors 
Leonard Wolf, Ph.D. 
Eugene Willging 


(Catholic University) 


Business Manager 
Mildred Norton 
(Assistant Librarian) 


x 


May 1952 


LITERARY GUILD—MAY SELECTION 


Gallico, Paul Trial Terror 


Knopf. Apr. 21, 1952. 299p. $3.00. 

Jimmy Race was fresh from Chicago and champing 
the bit given him when was assigned the Paris 
edition. thought the Paris editor, Nick Strang, was 
welshing the Frobisher case, (see: Vogeler, Robert, 
case thought Suzy Strang, (nee Vincent, 
with the French accent), was too young and lovely and 
vital remain wife man forty-six and hoped 
something about that. Janet Goodpenny had 
stayed Paris from wartime work Red Cross 
Clubmobile girl; she remembered Jim Race when 
was Captain paratroops, flushed with the excite- 
ment Liberation. They were team, the Paris 
staff, except for Jim Race; they were too used seeing 
the sad-eyed Central European refugee they called 
Grisha pay much attention him. 


What the muscular Jimmy could not understand was 
how American newspaperman, clever and honest 
Frobisher was, could made stand crowded 
courtroom Budapest and confess that was spy; 
why the Paris editor treated the whole case with 
such caution. boasted that good reporter would 
find out what was done Frobisher, whether drugs 
like scopalomine were used; anyhow, had the 
chance would right there finding out and 
doing something. boasted Suzy. And Janet. 


The chance for Race make good his boast came when 
the Sentinel’s Vienna man had operated on. 
Nick Strang told himself that Race was the only pos- 
sible replacement available, refusing admit him- 
self that wanted get Race out range Suzy 
the more thought Suzy wanted keep him 
Paris. 

Race disappeared without checking Vienna head- 
quarters. The next the Paris staff heard him was 
despatch from Budapest saying was prisoner 
without credentials and certainly another American 
spy, and this one was hanged. 


The desperate efforts the Paris staff, whipped the 
remorseful editor, save Race and international 
situation hang their ability make bargain: 
find someone important enough exchange. And 
Grisha, their surprise, fits the bill but has himself 
disappeared the anonymity Paris. 


Meantime, Race finding out for himself how me- 
thodical, ruthless, scientific, relentless interrogation and 


sadism can break down man’s mind and personality 
and make him not only confess guilt crimes did 
not commit, but feel guilty ask for retribution 
and expiation. 

Trial Terror more than suspenseful and credible 
novel. reads like actual news-story and ex- 
pertly done one our best story-tellers. deserves 
place distinction the top-shelf with Eric Ambler 
and Graham Greene and very few others. was 
serialized the Saturday Evening Post, (as oddly per- 
haps, the Literary Guild’s June choice), but will bear 


re-reading. 
Grady, 


University Scranton 
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Hutchinson Hubler Burress 


Hutchinson, Journey with Strangers 
Rinehart. Apr. 24, 1952. $4.00. 

The stark horrors war are more acutely reflected 
the lives those people whose whole existences are 
changed under the regime invading army. The 
armed soldier has his brief moment glory bitter 
defeat, first one battlefield and then upon another. 
The pattern changes continuously for him, and there 
never anything the old and familiar before his eyes, 
with which can compare the brutal reality the 
present hour. 


But what those who are left home—women, chil- 
dren, and older folk? What happens them, their 
homes, their inner spirit, the avalanche military 
force sweeps over their fields and firesides? 


Hutchinson has sought capture the answers 
these questions his latest novel, Journey with 
Strangers. The result strong and moving story, 
extremely credible and strangely sad. The locale 
Poland and her fate under the German and Russian 
conquerors during World War II. The immediate 
theme narrative the harrowing experiences which 
befell the aristocratic Kolbeck family, their proud 
Polish nationalism conflicts with the surly overlordship 
the Nazi and Communist powers. 


The story revolves particularly around the destinies 
Stefanie Kolbeck, daughter-in-law the family, 
previously odds with them but now their pillar 
strength. Through her eyes gain initial fleeting 
glimpse the Poland early 1939. Then appear the 
panzer divisions the Reich, and thus begin the days 
privation and restriction under the cold efficiency 
the German war machine. Bad these days are, 
their sorrow softened the permission for the Kol- 
becks retain their home. The old order passing, 
but there are shadows the past which profer some 
comfort. 

When the Russians take over the mastery, the split 
with the past effected. The Kolbecks begin their 
tragic trek Siberia, slave-labor camps, death star- 
vation, and ultimate escape the Middle East under 
the British protectorate. Stefanie, alone the novel’s 
conclusion, goes Baghdad and there 
memoirs—the substance this book. 


Here narrative with the realistic backbone. The 
reader might criticize the absence adequate por- 
trayal the Catholicism Poland. There are also 
few examples too light handling moral issues. 
But, the whole, for the adult reading audience, this 
book will show the evil outcomes invasion, and side 
the European picture which has never been given 
honest treatment current journalism. 


Rev. Thomas Cunningham, Ph.D., 
Seton Hall University, 
South Orange, New Jersey 


Hubler, Richard The Chase 
Coward-McCann. Mar. 31, 1952. 250p. $3.00. 

unexplainedly dead body California beach 
the object attention from booted stranger. young 
reporter small town newspaper denied 
interview young doctor living alone the hills, 


Best 


but asked him mail letter. large truck 
smashes her jalopy and the truck-driver attempts 
steal the letter. handsome young man drives 
Mercury and rescues her; then the rescuer annoyed 
having pick hitch-hiker. the meantime, 
the doctor has been murdered man summer 
clothing. Why all this? 

The questions are nervously and excitingly raised the 
early chapters The Chase. the high tension raised 
incident and colorful style does not last throughout, 
this still superior story, bit brutal, flag- 
ging occasionally, better deception than solution, 
but good. 

few phrases questionable taste and brief slur- 
ring Franciscan monk, offered for slight humorous 
effect and based ignorance rather than malice, not 
deny this recommendation adults looking for un- 
usual “thrillers”. 


Clinton Maguire, 
New York, New York 


* 


Burress, John Little Mule 


Vanguard. Mar. 27, 1952. 314p. $3.00. 

The hero this novel little country boy; its heroine, 
his widowed mother. There are four other children, 
all older than the boy. The family very poor, but 
the mother struggles bravely hold her little brood 
together. And our small hero tries his best help her. 


Simply the basis this summary, one might jump 
the conclusion that Little Mule the sort fare 
that used presented the Victorian stage while 
the orchestra played the soft strains “Hearts and 
funny, human little book about decent, funny human 
beings—beings who are funny because they are human. 


Little Mule, which laid the Missouri back-country 
the second decade this century, chronicle 
the ordinary occurrences the Singleton household 
the hard years after the father’s death. see the 
events mainly from the standpoint Jefferson Randall 
Singleton, the youngest son, who more comfortable 
with his well-deserved nickname “Little Mule.” The 
quiet one. The mother rejects proposal 
marriage from wealthy old skinflint; one the 
boys fractures leg; Little Mule acquires mule his 
own pet, mule that looks though has been 
put together from odd parts several other mules; 
tornado strikes but succeeds only sliding their house 
from its mountings; their cotton crop ruined; the 
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HEADLINERS 


Book and Classification Author and Review 
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The Cruel Sea Monsarrat 
The Gown Glory Turnbull Mar. 
The Swimming Pool Rinehart Feb. 
The President’s Lady (Ila) Stone Oct. 
Lieutenant Hornblower Forester Apr. 
Hold Back the Night (Ila) Frank Mar. 
The Son Adam (IIb) O’Hara Apr. 
Spark Life Remargue Feb. 
The Sea Around (1) Carson 
U.S. Confidential Lait May 
Mr. President (1) Hellman Apr. 
Adventures Two Worlds Cronin Mar. 
Through Charley’s Door Kimbrough Apr. 


house restored its mountings, though the best the 
community effort can get back right angles 
its original position; and the end Little Mule 
coming down with the measles. 


Mr. Burress could easily have written bad book about 
such matters, but has not done so, both because 
writing about people and scenes plainly knows 
well and because values them enough write hon- 
estly about them. gives many sharp vignettes 
ignorant people what appears kind rural 
slum without trace sordidness Caldwellism. 
And another thing. has—rather marvellously, 
think—written account small boy Missouri 
small town without being blasted the awesome 
ghosts that call Hannibal their home. 


Department English, 
Loyola College, 
Baltimore, Maryland 


Sheen, Fulton The World’s First Love 
McGraw-Hill. Apr. 14, 1952. 285p. $3.50. 


Bishop Sheen seems have made vow never waste 
how can write books, magazine and newspaper 
articles, deliver sermons for various occasions, speak 
over the radio, and conduct weekly television program 
addition his duties the head the Propagation 
the Faith. 

His latest book, The World’s First Love, devoted 
the Blessed Virgin Mary, and like many his writings 
based upon his radio broadcasts. divides his sub- 
ject into two main parts, Woman the World 
Loves”, and “The World the Woman Loves”, and each 
subdivided into eleven chapters. 

begins with the proofs for and the fitness the 
dogma the Immaculate Conception, and then de- 
scribes the life our Blessed Mother according the 
chronological order the Gospels. closes with 
explanation her glorious Assumption into heaven. 
His chapters usually have catchy titles, e.g. “Love begins 
with Dream”, and “All Marriages are alike—save 
One”. the second section applies the lessons 
Mary’s life the problems our modern 


Sheen Lait 


example, contrasts her Magnificat with the Com- 
munist Manifesto Karl Marx. Again from the seven 
instances, where the evangelists have recorded the 
words Mary, draws “The Seven Laws 
Love”. his final chapter declares that the famous 
apparition the sun Fatima may have been 
warning what atomic warfare may the world 
unless are willing fulfill Mary’s message: pray, 
repent, and make sacrifices. 

This book mainly for adults and for adults, who have 
dictionary hand, order understand the pre- 
cise meaning such phrases “the archetypal 
(p. 4), “the divine Imaginal” (p. 94), and “De-Egotiza- 
tion” (p. reader will also require leisure 
grasp the full significance the paradoxes that are found 
these pages. The correctness his statement 
176: “In the Middle Ages the women were well 
educated men”, certainly open doubt, for far 
can determine the overwhelming majority the 
students the medieval universities were men. Again 
did Mary know that the famous prophecy Isaias 7.14 
really meant that virgin would conceive and give birth 
the Promised Messiah, the author asserts 76? 
Her question the angel Gabriel implies the opposite. 
She seems have thought that the Savior the world 
would born human father and mother. Here 
other instances the meaning prophecy only 
becomes clear its actual fulfillment, for St. Augus- 
tine well says: “In the New Testament the Old Testa- 
ment revealed”. 


have come expect sublime thoughts from Bishop 
Sheen and does not disappoint the present 
book. has also many practical applications the 
Scripture texts about Mary that the reviewer least 
had never before noted other writings this same 
subject. His explanation the perpetual virginity 
Mary should convince any fair-minded non-Catholic 
about the truth this doctrine. Though only incidental 
his main theme his tribute St. corrects many 
misconceptions about this saint. 
book will receive and will deserve honored place 
the ever-growing literature the Mother God. 


Rev. Stephen McKenna, C.SS.R., 

The Church the Immaculate 
Conception, 

New York, New York 


Lait, Jack and Mortimer, Lee Confidential 
Crown. Mar. 1952. 404p. $3.50. 


Those who have read the three “confidential” reports 
which Messrs. Lait and Mortimer compiled New 
York, Chicago, and Washington will know what ex- 
pect opening this fourth compilation evidence 
rackets rampant, putrescent political machinations, dope 
peddling, sexual perversion and inversion, communist 
conspiracies, and unionist corruption. They may 
amazed not find that the unsavory stench that 
pollutes the civic air the three big cities noisome 
Los Angeles and Seattle and Des Moines and Kansas 
City and Houston, and dozen other more localities 
across the continental United States, with short treatises 
Alaska, Hawaii and Puerto Rico giving off the same 
odors. Some harsh criticism the Kefauver committee, 


Denker 


member Mr. Halley calculated raise eyebrows 
where does not confirm suspicions independently 
conceived the effectiveness and purity-of-intent 
the whole affair. scathing half-dozen pages Mr. 
Truman’s background will doubt quoted 
Republican campaign speeches. Attacks the altru- 
ism certain labor leaders will not make any friends 
that direction for the authors. 


Discount this evidence you will, there still remains 
residue reporting that should not only shock what- 
ever conscientious citizens there may still any 
community, but frighten them into alertness and action. 
Anyone who has had come into actual contact with 
the police and fire departments any city and knows 
what they meet with their work, anyone who has 
been called deal with such situations end 
prison blocks and hospital wards already knows the 
depths depravity which human beings can de- 
scend—not always unwillingly, not always “innocent 
victims corrupt often willfully, de- 
liberately and perversely. Only the foolishly 
corrigibly sentimental would admit “innocence” 
the majority these dishearteningly wretched cases. 
But long doctors, priests, lawyers, social workers, 
policemen, can tell themselves with reason that these 
are, thank God, only the unusual and 
stances the variety human willfullness, that they 
are counterbalanced and outweighed 
decent, honest, moral, self-and other-respecting people 
every one the perverse, they can preserve their 
hope for the destiny humanity and their faith its 
dignity. But they know, and have known for long 
time, that the differential decreasing; what once was 
comparatively rare manifestation now becoming 
sickeningly ordinary. Abnormalities have been grow- 
ing with frightening rapidity. Dishonesty longer 
looked upon with the contempt which was once 
held; when discovered now, even high places, 
excused, even envied. many now feel that, 
they blame the criminal, they should blaming them- 
selves, since they they would have done the same 
similiar circumstances—and one now willing 
blame himself, even when caught trespass. 
There are too many ready rationalize all guilt away 
from the individual, blaming instead repressive un- 
sympathetic parents, sexual maladjustment, glandular 
disturbances, vitamin deficizncies, childhood disorders, 
the cruelty capitalism, tne inhumanity urban life, 
the animality rural conditions. 


What reporters Mortimer and Lait have been and are 
presenting —to their profit, admittedly—is picture 
our nation shrewd, case-hardened and, give them 
credit, courageous newsmen see it. And picture 
pagan, materialist society, ripe rottenness, too 
lazy and self-indulgent and self-seeking care that the 
nation can and may going the way Rome, 
Babylon, Nineveh and every civilization that grew too 
big for its work-pants. They have drawn Hogarthian 
sketch the effects nearly half-century educa- 
tion schools where religion and any code morals 
binding all individuals conscience have been ex- 
cluded the behest jelly-brained apostles tolera- 
tion the same time that arithmetic 
grammar were thrown out leading botheration. 
What they have painted, under the garish colors and 


Best 


bold brush-strokes study society which rec- 
ognizes only one criterion right and wrong: the dif- 
ference between being caught and getting away with it, 
and which now the verge throwing even that 
slack restraint aside, brazen defiance, making right 
whatever might can achieve. 


The glimpses high-school and collegiate and univer- 
sity immorality—experiment with narcotics resulting 
addiction, sexual promiscuity perversity are 
enough answer such critics “divisive influences” 
the president Harvard recently proclaimed him- 
self be. And the glimpses given are, unfortunately, 
only too true and more generally widespread than the 
authors have indicated. The communists’ conspiracy 
weaken corruption, encouraging moral laxity 
and perversion until can blackmailed, also most 
authentic. The staggering growth chronic alcohol- 
ism, narcotic addiction, the squandering public 
funds, misuse organized labor and organ- 
ized wealth—all these are manifestations moral 
decay that can become catastrophic decade. 


And the situation not something for the professional 
reformers try legislate out existence. calls 
for moral and spiritual regeneration every indi- 
vidual. Sackcloth and ashes, not congressional com- 


mittees. 
Grady, 


University Scranton 


Denker, Henry Salome, Princess 
Crowell. Apr. 1952. 245p. $3.00. 

Briefly their Gospels, the Apostles Matthew and 
Mark mention certain princess who 
the tetrarch Herod great festival, fascinating 
him that rashly promised her half 
kingdom. After whispered prompting from her mother, 
Herodias, the lovely princess, made grisly request— 
that the head the prophet John the Baptist de- 
livered her serving dish. 

Having thus served her purpose the instrument 
the Precursor’s death, Salome figures more the 
New Testament. But Henry Denker confesses 
Foreword that the princess with the bloodstained hands 
haunted him, until fashioned this story 
“from fact and imagination and the sheer need 
know for myself” what had been her fate. 


the tumultuous period Christ’s latter days, the 
author then presents Salome impressionable vic- 
tim circumstances the royal household Tiberius, 
constantly used her ambitious mother, living fear 
her weak-willed Herod’s adulterous mar- 
riage his brother’s wife had never been accepted 
the people, and had come regard the girl 
popularly disquieting factor his union. 

Although she must inevitably have been drawn close 
the vortex the court’s debauchery, perhaps Salome 
did escape the whirlpool moral destruction some 
such manner Mr. Denker has it. any rate, 
finds out for her through the love Roman cen- 
turion turned Christian, whose influence leads her the 
way from the palace the foot the Cross. 


ticklish and controversial matter, ac- 
tual personalities with the glow fictional might-have- 


bee 


cer 
fac 
Sal 
oth 
cell 
twe 
Jew 
The 
thre 


Dov 
Dou 


Jasn 
lowi 
secu 
the 

fami 
tion, 
they 
The 
later 


Paul 
ninet 
for 
for 
fessic 


One 
love 
grow: 
istica 


Holly 
With 
tion 
nothi 
many 
thy 


The 
death 
reling 
the 
The 
ness 

believ 


ELLERS 


dif- 
vith it, 
that 
right 


ting 
are 
ences” 
him- 
nately, 
the 
spiracy 
laxity 
Most 
public 
organ- 
moral 


ssional 
indi- 
com- 


and 
before 
inating 
nother, 
de- 


nent 
the 
hands 
story 


the 
ble 
fear 
mar- 
irl 


close 
Salome 
some 
rate, 
cen- 
her the 
Cross. 
zing ac- 
ht-have- 


May 1952 


beens. However, this particular case the result 
certainly readable and keeping with what known 
facts there are. Though for own part, found 
Salome’s personal problems less engrossing than the 
other character studies, which the author handles ex- 
cellently, along with the uneasy situation existing be- 
tween the conquering Romans and the unsubmissive 
Jews, and the plausible explanation the political con- 
spiracy behind the Crucifixion. 


The book comes propitious moment, with many 
movie goers freshly familiarized with the general period 
through the release “Quo Vadis”. 


Lois Slade, 
Dubuque, Iowa 


Dowdey, Clifford Jasmine Street 
Doubleday. Mar. 27, 1952. 415p. $3.95. 


Jasmine Street novel that attempts show, fol- 
lowing the “spiritual pilgrimage” Paul Garrick, the 
changes wrought America during the years 1900- 
1951. his early boyhood Paul, the son 
middle-class family, experiences the tranquillity and 
security found small Southern city the turn 
the century. His mother the moving spirit her 
family. she, who, despite her husband’s opposi- 
tion, practices innumerable small economies 
they may move the fashionable section the city. 
The purchases first, the house Jasmine Street and 
later larger house the Square, represent milestones 
the life Emily Carrick. 


Paul goes through the usual boyhood phases-beginning 
school, joining the baseball team, making friends and 
discovering the opposite sex. His first love Julie 
O’Donnell, sister his friend Willie. When Paul 
nineteen, returns from World War and realizes 
last the shallowness Julie’s character. Paul leaves 
for New York where develops small talent had 
for drawing and becomes art director for “con- 
fession-type” magazine. 


One two love affairs are the prelude for his great 
love for Lisa Worthing, inspiring young actress. His 
growing financial success allows him provide 
luxurious apartment for themselves and join soph- 
isticated group those who have “arrived” are about 
They ride this crest affluence until 


Hollywood beckons Lisa, and they part. 


With the coming the depression Paul loses his posi- 
tion and eventually forced return home with 
nothing show for his years New York. After 
many discouragements manages secure position 
head small printing company. meets Doro- 
thy Gail and marries her. 


The passing years bring many things—the sufferings and 
death his father, still-born child his wife, the 
the hope any other children and 
the deepening the love between him and Dorothy. 
comes the realization that the standards lived 
the “glittering twenties” were false. 
The spiritual gropings come connection with the ill- 
ness his mother. During her spells her mind wan- 
ders. Paul, the thought that her spirit will, 
believes, destroyed forever unbearable. must 


Dowdey Caldwell 


come possess meaning for his mother’s life beyond 
the mortal tangibles. goes his old friend Willie 
and through him Monsignor Doherty who assures 
him the continued existence the soul. Paul gets 
some comfort from this though cannot bring himself 
believe formalized Heaven. This quest does not 
resolve itself into spiritual awakening Paul, for 
when, later, his mother dies, Paul feels that she gone 
and will never see her again. 


Paul seems have difficulty arriving one belief, 
however. Willie, who something philosopher, 
speaks the decadence America—attributing 
godless materialism. Paul declares that because the 
many people whose spirit indestructible, like his 
mother’s, America will rise above her problems. This 
spirit has been transmitted through him and Dorothy 
their nine-year old adopted daughter Gail. Because 
her and the others her generation America’s 
future safe. seems arrive conclusion about 
the future America, but does not seem resolve 
the question the future his soul. 


The book interesting. The author depicts well the 
thoughts and feelings the Pauls America who 
found themselves the crest gay opulence the 
twenties, probing the depths discouragement the 
thirties and experiencing during the troubled forties 
nostalgic longings for the tranquillity that vanished with 
the early years the century. Because certain 
mildly objectionable passages the book recommended 
adults only. 


Rose 
Brooklyn, New York 


Caldwell, Erskine Lamp for Nightfall 
Little, Brown. Apr. 15, 1952. $3.00. 


Lamp for Nightfall again the somewhat milder 
Erskine Caldwell apparent his last few novels. This 
book reverts the Northern setting his early stories 
and substitutes kind earthy pathos for his former 
brutal realism. His local color and characters are still 
far too raw for the drawing room, but within the 
illiterate and unmoral folk America’s Tobacco Road 
now sees tragic waste humanity rather than 
merely the possibility shocking best seller. 

The walls the old farming homesteads Clearwater, 
Maine, are falling into decayed remnants once 
Prosperous community. Ben Robinson’s general 
store the few remaining “petered-out Yankees” gather 
gossip about such things Jake Thaxter’s wife, 
Edna, sieeping with Jake, the boarder. Chiefly, though, 
their conversation against the French Canadians, 
Swedes, and Finns who have gradually moved and 
superior industry have taken over most 
the local government and farming. The solid character 
the so-called “foreigners” contrasts humorously with 
the complacent worthlessness the old-line aristocrats. 
Most outspoken the old stock Thede Emerson, 
who has hoarded fortune the cost loveless 
home and complete abrogation parental decency. 
Now, seventy years age, finds his skinflint life 
coming to.an unhappy climax. His wife Rosa, score 
younger than his seventy years, matches him bad 
taste, lack judgment, and selfish morals: she has 


Powys del Fiorentino 


love for her children, accusing them groundlessly 
incest; openly cuckolds her husband; and uses the at- 
tractiveness her daughter, Jean, entice Leland 
Stokes, with whom she finally flees into permanent 
adultery. Jean escapes her Cinderella existence 
beatings and neglect marrying Frank Gervais, one 
the hated Canucks. Howard, the son, works all sum- 
save money for engineering college Boston, but 
Thede refuses the additional $500 needs. Broken 
his father’s selfish sentence life with plow and 
milk pail, Howard commits suicide. Thede thereby 
left with his $200,000 and life desolate solitude 
the house that has never been home known peace, 
joy, love. 


The book less story than study local char- 
acterization. such makes some striking effects, 
occasionally humorous but more usually pathetic, and 
also some dismal failures. Howard will give most 
readers itchy foot his inability act for himself. 
Rosa strongly drawn, but her unnatural combination 
trollop and mother who dislikes her 
hardly credible and essentially distasteful. The effect 
depends primarily, course, Thede; since can 
never sympathize with his selfish stubbornness, never 
becomes really tragic. Even the stark quality his 
final, lamplit desolation the deserted farmhouse 
leaves feeling that deserved better fate, though 
the futility life thus twisted and wasted impres- 
sive. Caldwell’s familiar casualness about preposterous 
immorality, even though tempered, still too promi- 
nent his method for recommendation the general 


George Grauel, Ph.D., 
Department English, 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland, Ohio 


Powys, John Cowper Porius 
Philosophical Library. Apr. 23, 1952. 682p. $5.75. 

have fought through the pages Porius feel 
like embattled Quahog that has lost its sense 
direction burrows through constantly shifting tidal 
sands. According the blurb, this novel concerned 
with the activities fifty-one characters during period 
eight days October, 499. The announcement was 
necessary for this reader since the mire and ooze 
the text all sense time continuity was completely 
lost. Quick division the number pages the 
number days described discovers that Powys devotes 
approximately eighty-five pages each twenty-four 
hours. This division could carried down the 
number pages per hour per day and the result would 
closely approximate the time necessary 
book. Indeed, when the publishers find advisable 
present the harassed reader movable insert list- 
ing all the names the characters, not unjust 
decry the bewildering complexity the material. 


The reader who moles his way through this so-called 
romance becomes vaguely aware cataclysmic days 
Wales just after the end the Roman domination 
when Arthur was attempting weld the ancient 
inhabitants into fighting force repel the Saxons. 
There are Britons; there are Celts; there are Romans 
and mixed-blood descendants all three; there are 


Brest SELLERS 


Giants called the Cewri; and there are cannibals who 
exist upon corpses stolen from primitive wakes. Arthur 
makes his appearance Mordred and Galahad, all 
them barely recognizable. Merlin here, frighten- 
ing horrible creature, half man and half demon, repre- 
sentative the powers darkness and Nineue, who 
seems sort Morgana Fay relying upon 
rather Hollywoodian than mystic attractions win her 
way. There much made the analogy between 
those ancient times and these when old civilizations 
seem dwindling and strange 
stalk the world. That analogy rather difficult 
come upon. There the analogy men being con- 
fronted with choice between evil and good, the un- 
civilized and the civilized. Porius the man and 
solves the difficulty choosing both. The principal 
untamed savagery Creiddylad, the last the 
Gawres. Her father slays her with the trunk old 
oak tree that “her head cracked like floating sea- 
shell broken bits her skull hung down against 
her shoulder”. The civilized woman, Morfyad, aban- 
doned because she cannot satisfy the demands Porius. 


Absurdities also abound the novel. For example: 
Porius guarded three frightful ancient harridans, 
personifications evil and the author coyly refers 
them the “three Aunties”. The whirling dervish 
techniques Merlin serve amuse rather than im- 
press while the divagations the friends Porius 
have kind comic-strip magnificence about them. 


addition, there created the author sense the 
abiding sub-surface presence evil that will never 
overcome man; evil that awaits with cold calcula- 
tion for the human prey that cannot resist it. Mingled 
with this sense decay and evil there constant 
stream eroticism that absurd enough allow 
woman seventy-six years die the culmination 
frenzied incest. There nothing the quality 
quantity the content recommend this book. 

Rev. William Noé Field, 

Seton Hall University, 

South Orange, New Jersey 


del Fiorentino, Dante Immortal Bohemian 
Prentice-Hall. Apr. 21, 1952. 232p. $3.50. 


Father Dante del Fiorentino’s first meeting with Gia- 
como Puccini was one the most memorable moment: 
his life. that time the composer, over fifty, the 
height his success, and the idol the operatic world, 
was flat his back cursing his broken leg and the fates 
that drove his speeding automobile into ditch. Father 
Dante, then young seminarian, happened 
scene the accident and his cassocked presence drew 
from the irate maestro the half comic, half insulting 
epithet “Gonnellone” (big skirt). the young man, 
overcome with awe and excitement set worship- 
ful eyes the operatic genius, that epithet addressed 
directly him the great Puccini tender 
and moving musical line from one the maestro’s 
exquisite arias. Father Dante writes: felt for him 
intense and unremitting affection and knew would 
remain with forever.” From that time his asso- 
ciation with Puccini developed into friendship, and 
during the later years the composer’s life served 
friend, counselor and curate. 


May 
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Father Dante’s reminiscences the life Puccini bear 
the marks ardent and dear friend who priest 
leaves criticism moral conduct God, and 
fellow townsman and opera enthusiast proud 
the man and loves his music. this quality per- 
sonal attachment that lends interest and color the 
biography. the account life 
would reduced the usual compilation lively 
anecdotes and choice incidents, some factual, some 
fanciful, which although generally interesting and enter- 
taining themselves, unfortunately reveal Puccini 
personality whose temperament, conduct, tastes, sen- 
sibilities, and thoughts tend common, coarse, and 
unsympathetic. the final analysis, Puccini not 
personality whose biography makes rewarding reading. 
His early struggles for recognition, his family life, his 
love hunting, fast cars and easy living, his working 
habits and his amours (new surroundings and new 
mistress for each new composition) are grist for the 
gossip columnists mill. 


discover Puccini virtues that offset his rakish, 
selfish, irresponsible traits requires strong bias per- 
sonal affection, communal pride, and the spiritual in- 
terest priest. Fortunately Father Dante approaches 
his subject with his bias showing proudly and excus- 
ably. From his early youth was enchanted Puc- 
cini anecdotes which made the rounds his home 
town Lucca, and always carried his heart and 
his lips the delicate strains Puccini aria. His 
priestly interest the man needs explanation; and 
hold that any other province Italy could produce 
superior product, whether composer opera 
olive from the fruitful groves Lucca. 


Father Dante writes extremely well spite the fact 
that English not his native tongue. His descriptions 
rural scenes his native Lucca are exceptionally 
effective and lend warmth narra- 
tive which delightfully spiced with sly Italian 
humor that occasion fails sparkle because the 
barrier language. 


Those readers who find pleasure anecdotal narrative 
which touches upon great operatic accomplish- 
ment may fairly well entertained this book. How- 
ever superficial the treatment may be, there some 
thrill derived from volume that affords glimpses 
such luminaries Verde, Puccini, Ponchielli, Mas- 
cagni, Leoncavallo, Toscanini, Caruso, 
Gigli, and the incomparable Rosa Ponselle. 


Pontrelli, 
University Scranton 


The Memoirs Herbert Hoover: The Cabinet and 
the Presidency, 1920-1933 

Macmillan. Apr. 28, 390p. $5.00. 

From time time the course the three years after 
left the White House, Herbert Hoover recorded 
account his service Secretary Commerce and 
President. Completed 1936, his pages are only now 
made available the public. They form valuable 
sequel the Years Adventure, the volume the 
Memoirs which appeared last October. 


The Memoirs Herbert Hoover Moss 


the Commerce Department and the Executive 
Mansion, Mr. Hoover took direct interest wide 
range matters. worked for the abolition the 
twelve-hour day, authored the act which established 
the Railway Labor Board, and concerned himself with 
child labor legislation. Convinced the necessity 
better utilization America’s water resources, 
played large role the construction the Colorado 
River Dam, laid the plans for the Grand Coulee Dam 
and secured extensive improvements the Mississippi 
River system. had hand the making early 
radio and commercial aviation policy. The merchant 
marine, Vetran’s affairs, oil and forest conservation, 
naval disarmament and host other matters claimed 
his attention. 


From the pages, Mr. Hoover emerges man acutely 
aware the imperfections American society the 
nineteen-twenties, yet obsessed the dangers omni- 
potent national government. Although 
schemes for reform (his critics may suggest that few 
were put forward bit tardily), Hoover was firm his 
conviction that individuals, private enterprise the 
state governments could most safely entrusted with 
the tasks reform the long run. His viewpoints 
aroused controversy the time, the issues raised 
are still debated and undoubtedly will for decades 
come. 

For the general reader, may said that The Cabinet 
and the Presidency offers brief but revealing pictures 
few the public figures the nineteen-twenties: 
Harding, Coolidge, Mellon, Hughes, and John Lewis. 
Mr. Hocver disappointingly perfunctory his treat- 
ment others. There very little anecdote, humor, 
political gossip, color, felicity phrase relieve 
sober tale economic and social questions. The in- 
dividual with particular interest the years 1920- 
1933 should not let such deficiencies deter him from 
study this important work, however. 


should noted that the present book, the former 
President makes only passing references the over- 
shadowing fact his Administration: the Great De- 
pression. promises thorough discussion forth- 
coming third volume Memoirs. 


Richard Grigg, Ph.D., 

History Department 

King’s College, 

Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania 


Moss, Stanley War Shadows 
Macmillan. Apr. 15, 1952. 239p. $3.95. 


Kidnapping enemy generals and VIP’s always succeeds 
the day dreaming mind Walter Mitty. But 
what always successful for the dreamer not always 
for the doer, but, often enough tease and tempt 
with if’s and maybe’s. succeed once seems 
try again which why Stanley Moss should sudden- 
remind John Singleton Mosby. Each after 
successfully capturing enemy General was thwarted 
when came time clutch the second. 

the American Civil War the Confederate Mosby 
kidnapped Brig. Gen. Staughton his nightshirt eight 
miles inside Staughton’s lines. later failed kid- 
nap Lincoln-governor Pierpont and General John 


Mauriac 


Slough. the same manner, World War II, Cap- 
tain Stanley Moss and his British secret agents kid- 
napped German General Kreipe right off the Isle 
Crete and spirited him Cairo, but later failed 
attempt kidnap his successor. 


Stanley Moss having told the story his successful 
kidnapping Ill Met Moonlight now tells the anti- 
climax War Shadows. But the success the 
first venture should not give mistaken conception 
the second, nor the risk involved, the influence 
chance, and the delicately perilous balance between 
success and failure. 


The attempted kidnapping only one incident out 
many. From Crete follow Moss Macedonia and 
finally parachute with him into the Siamese jungle. But 
whether success failure meets him the telling just 
exciting and the events just explorative. 


superbly disciplined style hooks into each episode 
and keeps dangling before the reader with suspense, 
for Stanley Moss fine storyteller has 
been secret agent. 


James Gallagher, 
New York City, New York 


Mauriac, Francois The Stumbling Block 
Philosophical Library. 1952. 79p. $2.75. 


The Stumbling Block Mauriac’s defence his faith 
and first appeared Table Ronde 1948. was 
written, explains, the lengthening shadows his 
life express his spiritual state; examines his re- 
actions Catholic—to things Catholic. takes into 
account the phenomenon souls endowed for God, 
the delicate demarcation, matter the operation 
Grace, between Saul and Paul, the immense possibili- 
ties the expansion the apostolate worthy laity. 


way beginning, Mauriac accepts the challenge 
his French critics who designated him Tartuffe, 
the imposter, and genuinely asks Credo in- 
deed the mind the lips, concurrence 
the faith mere opportunism. there not also 
much the imposter Orgon (Moliere’s Tartuffe 
could not mistaken for the true so, 
how much Orgon there the Christians that 
are? 


Pascal said “The Church will agony until the 
end time” and Mauriac’s Stumbling Block 
acknowledgement the truth this statement. 
unison with Cardinal Suhard’s “Like Christ, her 
mystical Body the ‘stumbling block’ against which 
human impatience and prejudice (Growth 
Decline) and, having accepted the fact her weak- 
nesses part her strength renders homage the 
Church though costs him sometimes his pride and 


patience. 

What obscures the reality God from the unbeliever 
who denies Him, from the sheep gone astray, the 
smoke screen great throng mediocre Christians, 
and the forefront these Mauriac places “Catholic 
writers who live the things for which they should 
die”, the bogus saintliness touched upon Woman 


the Pharisees. More obstacles are encountered the 
trappings the body the outsider fumbles the 


Best 


darkness lift the velvet” from the treasure 
beneath. Mauriac sees any possible destruction 
the “ornate fringe” that something essential might sud- 
denly freed. 


Mauriac knows Gide’s inference when said “Cath- 
olics not love the truth” and, dissociating himself 
from any carping spirit criticism but, rather, with 
the intention alerting Christians, cleric and lay, 


need for improvement within the fold, asks how 


much the “essential” denied the Church which 
receives the teaching the Church 
when “the need for truth damaged young life 
from the time when the critical spirit awakens”. Faith 
supersedes reason and the extent faith valued 
above quality when “the metaphysical certainty 
being possession essential truth priests pay scant 
regard more relative truths”. makes allow- 
ances exposing the pulpit orator who 
security his position emphasizes the necessity 
Baptism with strict “extra ecclesiam, 
fails distinguish between the Body and the Soul 
the Church respect the doctrine, and speaks 
France country essentially Christian when, 
France, because her faith has lapsed, there exist the 
French Mission and the Paris Mission. Much room 
open for discussion the author’s minimization the 
role Mary, Mediatrix Grace, his refusal 
admit the desirability commentary worldly mat- 
ters from the cloisters. 

Mauriac remarks the processes conversion souls 
like that Charles Bois who found the need for 
“musical” way living that the music never stops 
when the symphony the liturgy surges through the 
floodgates Grace. His conclusion filial tribute 
the Church and brilliant defence her claim 
primacy the midst diverse sects. 


Chiselled prose and Gallic logic make The Stumbling 
Block the cornerstone any final assessment the 
author’s position Catholicism. 


Rosemary McCormick, 
Toronto, Canada 


Velikovsky, Immanuel Ages Chaos 
Doubleday. Apr. 17, 1952. 350p. $4.50. 


The author the exciting, and very controverted, 
not irritating book, Worlds Collision, touches off an- 
other powder-keg his new volume, Ages Chaos. 
Because the silence Egyptian records about the 
events related the canonical book Exodus, many 
radical biblical scholars have doubled the trustworthi- 
ness the major portion Exodus. Dr. Velikovsky 
claims prove that certain Egyptian relics 
papyri and tablets, are found references and allu- 
sions the events which are narrated the book 
Exodus. The conjectures the author call the 
Egyptologists revise the chronological scales which 
they have established after years investigation. 
course, experts have been wrong before; and, sure, 
will wrong again. 

The book interest principally the experts 
ancient history. “If” (and very big IF) “Dr. 
Velikovsky right, this volume the greatest con- 
tribution the investigation ancient times ever writ- 
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ten,” the comment Dr. Robert Pfeiffer, Semitic 
Scholar Harvard University. 


average intelligent reader may interested 
spectator the brawl which this book can stir up. 


William Herlihy, 
University Scranton 


Day, Laraine Day with the Giants 
Doubleday. Apr. 15, 1952. 219p. $2.75. 


Laraine Day has written book, Day With the Giants, 
which she tells the trials and tribulations well 
the triumphant moments experienced baseball 
wives general and herself particular. the wife 
Leo Durocher, the peppery ex-manager the Dod- 
gers and present manager the Giants, she describes 
one the great thrills her life the home run hit 
Bobby Thomson the ninth inning the crucial 
game with the Dodgers which last year clinched the 
pennant for the Giants. 


Life not all just thrills for Loraine, for there are days 
which games are lost and Leo returns home looking 
like general who has lost decisive battle. Then the 
role baseball wife becomes 
gives detailed stories how various players and their 
wives meet victory well defeat. 


The book written rambling, conversational style. 
Little stories and anecdotes about ball players are told. 
Laraine’s meeting with Durocher and the events leading 
their marriage are recounted. The trouble Dur- 
ocher had when was suspended from baseball for 
year mentioned and the Durocher version aired. 
The book stresses the baseball wives’ viewpoint the 
game. Baseball for them not just pleasant sport 
for summer afternoon but means livelihood. 
The trading player from one team another 
not just headline the sports page newspaper. 
jubilation over the betterment player’s standing 
can mean heartbreak and discouragement the 
realization that player the way down. 


times Laraine Day over-dramatizes situation and 
dote. But the book recommended anyone who 
curious find out little about baseball players’ private 
lives. 
Rose Belvedere, 
Brooklyn, New York 


Coker, Elizabeth Boatwright 

The Day the Peacock 
Dutton. Mar. 17, 1952. 320p. $3.00. 
During the past twenty-five years many novels have 
been written about the life beyond the Mason-Dixon 
Some them flatter the life the South while 
others condemn it. The Day the Peacock novel 
Whose setting lies the flat fertile farm lands South 
Carolina. Colonel Royal Jay Bruton, whose ancestors 
had settled Devon, upon his return from the Civil War 
found himself “bereft his wealth and his powers 
citizen but not his backbone nor his high red 
Thus that when the story really begins the 


Day Coker Allen 


family has wealth and power. The oldest child, Royal, 
has married Leda Perroneau. The first son, Simon, 
was named after Leda’s father and favored his mother. 
But the narrow tribal attitude the father well 
that the grandfather forced this child during his 
entire life take backseat. When Simon was four 
years old, Jay was born. This second child brought 
much joy into the Bruton side the family for “there 
was not mark Leda him” and was named 
Royal Jay Bruton the third. Another child, Mary, was 
born this The mother Leda who had 
been most unhappy all these years, but who yet far 
from being admired, the day the grandfather’s 
funeral “thinking spoil the Colonel’s last departure 
from his home jumped from her high second story 
window her death”. Royal widower with three 
children now free inculcate within his favorite son 
the pagan principles which have motivated his life. 
The struggle for power, lust and money now full 
swing. may the jacket cover states that the 
author deals with region with which she “thor- 
oughly and intimately acquainted”. However, in- 
deed sad realize that men and women without the 
least vestige the concept the moral law can be- 
come leaders within their own community. 

This novel morbid and obscene. Every character, 
whether the industrial the working class, 
dominated his passions, passions which are com- 
pletely unchecked and which bring about 
world. 

Elizabeth Boatwright Coker does nothing more than 
Erskine Caldwell. She brings out the morbid taints 
infecting the decendants the Bruton family who be- 
cause its lust for power, the flesh and money, and 
its lack decent principles represents onslaught 


society. 
Leon Baisier, Ph.D., K.S.G. 
Xavier University, 
New Orleans, Louisiana 


Allen, John Houghton Southwest 


Lippincott. Apr. 30, 1952. 220p. $3.50. 

Twenty brief sketches, mainly the Brush Country 
the Texas-Mexican border the 1920’s, comprise 
this work which hailed some the product 
“fresh, new, exciting The sketches are either 
reminiscences the author’s boyhood ranch 
recollections stories told the 
workers. The ostenible reason for the writing them 
that the author, now Californian, has returned 
the border after twenty years and overcome 
with nostalgia, recognizing that there were giants the 
earth those days and that all the land now 
despoiled which may easily true. The vague 
stories and the descriptions hard-riding, hard-drink- 
ing, hard-living ranch hands are embroidered with the 
author’s “mature” comments and “profound” obser- 
vations human nature. 

The author’s literary structure and 
selection material are not fresh and new but are 


stylized the convention the Max Miller school 


pedestrianism. Very often the expression even less 
than derivative, echoing without quotes the precise 
idioms others. The author refers frankly 
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Kennedy Dillon Sertillanges 


heart” and himself poet, but the rhapso- 
dies the marijuana smoker and the hard breathless- 
ness the main body the work are only artificially 
lyrical. 
Repetition idiomatic tricks, even those that may 
new reproduced for the first time from the speech 
the vaquero, makes them cliche’s before the half 
way point reached. The “profoundities” too are 
repetitious the author had forgotten that they had 
been used just chapter too before. 
The book doesn’t come off. Because its pervading 
boresomeness, can confidently dismissed without 
commendation and without further exploration the 
author’s general acceptance low moral standards 
subject for humor and praise and the way things are 
and should be. 

Clinton Maguire, 

New York, New York 


Kennedy, John Pleased Meet You 
McMullen. Apr. 1952. 151p. $2.50. 

you belong that school everyday philosophers 
who sit street car subway and study the flowing 
stream passengers, mentally classifying and staking 
each the filing cabinet your brain, this book will 
interest you. will save you trip downtown 
parading before you rather variegated collection 
personages who might live next door the apart- 
ment upstairs. Sit your armchair and say with Father 
Kennedy each introduced your ken, “Pleased 
Meet You”. 

addition the clever character studies—with 
moral—there are several clever, biting satires. 


The personalities are cleverly done, but each seems 
little exaggerated, perhaps Billy 
Blunt, the painter, who was rather disillusioned when 
found out—in the course painting the parish 
rectory the Roman collared gentleman 
spent more time arguing the dinner table about major 
league baseball than about means turning the govern- 
ment over the Vatican. And Mrs. Pothook 
who thinks euthanasia wonderful even though she 
doesn’t know what means. And there’s dozens more, 
all sharply drawn and mostly people you know. 

anyone who has ever been involved 
making before the local women’s club, the keen-edged 
satire, “Last Word Lectures”, will hit the bull’s eye 
humor. 

There are, addition, several anecdotes baby sitting 
the author’s nephew with seriously drawn conclusions. 


The book closes with section called “Spanish Spring” 
which spots degenerates impassioned defense 
Spain and its successful rebuff Communism. 


Father Kennedy Associate Editor the Catholic 
Transcript, well noted lecturer, reviewer and 
syndicated columnist. His ideas are humorously pre- 
sented but contain gems serious philosophical con- 
cepts. you number among your friends, good well 
entertaining books, let introduce you this 
book. say, “Pleased Meet 


Stephen Malaker, Ph.D., 
Carbondale, Pennsylvania 
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Dillon, Mary Earhart Wendell Willkie 
Lippincott. Apr. 30, 1952. 378p. $4.00. 

Mary Earhart Dillon’s Wendell Willkie the first 
popular biography the 1940 Republican nominee. 
sketches the life the Indiana small-town boy who 
made good Wall Street and almost became president 
the United States. 

The author obviously sympathy with Willkie though 
the time the reader completes the book little 
discomforting think that might have become 
president. The picture get Willkie one 
astute utility president but head-strong politician. 


one dominating characteristic the nominee can 
put forward would his extreme 
Willkie refused sound advice, and, ever confident 
victory his crusade, unforgivably mistreated those 
the Republican party who could have helped him 
the most. His wartime flight around the world 
tured one blunder after another. 


Willkie was his best the spokesman 
enterprise vs. the New Deal before his entrance into 
politics. that time had stated that did not 
want get into politics since were un- 
clean, but the record his own campaign gives 
dence that even the “pure” turn flip-flops for expedi- 
ency’s sake when the situation demands. 


Did Mr. Willkie’s ambition carry him over the brink 
address and the famous “campaign oratory” incident 
the Senate caucus-room. Mrs. Dillon tries smooth 
over her hero’s statements but the attempt not very 
convincing. Many other incidents “campaign ora 
tory”, especially concerning Willkie’s reckless charges 
that was leading war, are not mentioned 
the author. 

Mrs. Dillon has written her book based largely upon 
the testimony the many and varied acquaintances 
the nominee. whole bevy names listed hav- 
ing been consulted the writer. Another important 
source has been the newspaper accounts 
doings along with his own public writings and speeches 
Time will tell how accurate this judgment his 
temporaries has been. 

classified bibliography and index are given. 
few factual errors and garbled sentences have crept into 
the text. R.’s “horse and buggy” speech 
made 1935, not 1937, 74; the Lincoln Memorial 
called the Lincoln “Monument”, 121; Gov. Town 


190. 
Charles Frazee, 
Catholic University America, 


Washington, 


Sertillanges, Antonin, O.P. Kinships 
Translated Dominican Nuns Corpus Christi Monastery, 
Menlo Park, Cal. McMullen. Mar. 31, 
$2.95. 

This the second book the late Pere Sertillanges 
translated from the French and like 
the translators have caught the spirit the original 
and have rendered into good idiomatic English. 
Truly, excellent work. 
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here are many who feel that they have little 
time for spiritual reading and others who are frightened 
the thought it. those who belong either 
these two classes Kinship recommended. made 
seventy-six invitations reflections, none over 
two pages. Each subject treated seduces the reader 
through its moderate realism and the power its argu- 
mentation. 


But the book should also appeal those interested 
Catholic action. “An apostle” states Father Sertil- 
langes “is such order communicate what knows, 
cause what loves loved, enkindle the dry 
wood with the flame bears his heart.” This 
might called definition the Catholic layman in- 
terested Catholic action. Kinship will give such 
individual the daily inspiration which needs, will 
him ways and means for perfection and radiation 
among his fellowmen. 

The housewife will find, the few moments relaxa- 
tion alloted her from her housework, peaceful yet 
thought provoking points which may many ways 
enable her carry out with greater ease the ideals 
motherhood and that loving wife. The business 
man may learn the Sertillange school that the real 
signification “brother, friend, confrere, 
implies participation “universal body which 
speak God the soul”. 

Truly each subject presented provokes the mind 
chain thought which ultimately creates deeper in- 
erior life and leads one closer his Maker. 


Leon Baisier, Ph.D., 
Xavier University, 
New Orleans, Louisiana 


Kelly, Blanche Mary The Voice the 
Sheed Ward. Mar. 17, 1952. 340p. $4.25. 

text book—but book enchantment! how 
should not be, when every page there are 
that come near music words may sup- 
pose would almost impossible write dull book 
the Mythology, History and Literature Ireland; 
but there can few that surpass this one for zest, in- 
terest and scholarship. 

The subject enormous. Dr. Kelly takes far back 
research will the remote origins Celtic 
land, where Mythology and History are blurred together 
tangle, bringing down the harsh hard writers 
the nineteen-twenties and thirties, without ever los- 
ing confusion. the kind book that could 
only have been written someone who has made 
study the subject and who possesses the 
insight that not only nationality but love must give. 
Those who are familiar with Dr. Kelly’s earlier book, 
The Well English, will mot need told with 
what skill she can convey the essence writer 
few lines; but they will naturally find greater perfec- 
tion skill here. 

For this book mere categorical listing names 
and dates. There can few authors, however unim- 
Portant, past present, who are not evaluated here, 
always the basis his her fidelity the spirit 
Ireland well the basis technical is, 
perhaps, inevitable that, book this size, quota- 


Kelly Isaacs 


tions should woefully few; but even without them, 
reader will have excuse for not getting the “feel” 
Irish Literature. 


Dr. Kelly has done immense service making 
clear the connection between History and Literature. 
Particularly valuable are her observations the an- 
cient social system and the Brehon Law—all part 
her proof the absurdity the assumption that the 
Celts are vague and dreamy people. might 
wished that she had made little clearer the likeness 
between the Celtic System and those prevailing else- 
where ancient Europe. The nearer come 
modern times, the more conscious are barriers 
between peoples; but look further and further 
back into the past, the similarities are the most striking 
things. Another lack comparison between the Irish 
and the other members the Celtic stock. And, 
express one more wish—it would have been wonder- 
ful thing Dr. Kelly, retelling the fearful tale 
the repression Irish Catholics, had pointed out that 
English Catholics were subjected exactly the same 
disabilities with regard education and every form 
public life. Catholics both countries endured 
common martyrdom for the same Faith. 


One the book’s many excellencies lies the way 
which the difference shown and explained between 
the spirit the true Irish poets and the Anglo-Irish, 
such Swift, Sheridan and Tom Moore—though per- 
haps Dr. Kelly little unfair the Surely 
And another most important point the attack the 
theosophy and pseudo-mysticism Yeats, and 
E., and the warning against regarding them typi- 
cal the Irish genius—though characteristically Dr. 
Kelly pays high tribute the lofty nature 


This review began speaking The Voice the 
text book, and that derogatory sense. 
book that should every school and college, 
well every home where learning valued; not 
merely for Catholics for those Irish blood, but 
for all those who wish know more the great heri- 
tage Christian Europe and who are sensitive enough 
respond cadence and harmony, lovely word 
and voice. 

Angela Cave, 

Manhattanville College 

the Sacred Heart, 
New York 27, New York 


Isaacs The Background Modern Poetry 
Dutton. Apr. 1952. 94p. $2.50. 


The six chapters which make this slender but illumi- 
nating exposition the background modern poetry 
were originally prepared lectures for the B.B.C. 
“Third Program”. The publication these lectures 
(besides serving evidence the quality radio fare 
enjoyed the “Third Program” audience) makes avail- 
able Americans unpretentious, sound, and simply 
developed analysis and discussion fundamental and 
pertinent aspects modern poetry. 


The judicious application scholarship and controlled 
critical acumen which characterizes Isaacs’ Shakes- 
peare criticism graces this lucid discussion move- 


Bale Woon Duffy 


ments, symbolism, imagism, and the relation poetry 
science. Readers whom the bulk modern 
poetry exasperatingly esoteric, discouragingly her- 
metic, and apparently outside the pale the English 
poetic tradition will find the chapters “How Strikes 
Contemporary” and “Achievement and Direction” 
enlightening, not because they resolve difficulties which 
modern poetry may present, but because, these chap- 
ters Isaacs shows that the “pattern modern poetry 
has almost exact historical parallel” the poetry 
Spenser, Milton, and Shelley, for instance, whose 
poetry also struck contemporaries esoteric and ab- 
struse. Furthermore, Isaacs notes that the poet the 
twentieth century “has taken poetry further 
path, continuation the broadening path tradition 
which poets have followed unbrokenly”. 


The chapters “What Modernity” and “The Coming 
the Image” are excellent examples effective and 
valuable historical criticism. the chapter “The Poetry 
Eliot” Isaacs makes clear the place 
Eliot the growth and development modern poetry, 
and here Isaacs lets show his critically justifiable bias 
favor Eliot poet and critic. 


The student contemporary poetry not expect 
new scholarship revelatory interpretations its 
significance usually found studies its foreground. 
Rather will find here most useful elucidation 
the tradition, devices, achievement, and direction 
modern poetry. 

Lawrence Pontrelli, 

University Scranton 


Bale, Bob 
How Make Atomic Bomb Your 


Kitchen (Well, 
Frederick Fell. Feb. 10, 1952. 191p. $2.00. 


Here another book atomic energy written for the 
citizen”. Unlike many others its type 
written non-scientist who has made painstaking 
and commendable effort prove that anyone can 
understand the essentials atomic energy without 
being scientist. With down earth, and sometimes 
amusing, analogies the essential ideas even the most 
complex atomic and nuclear phenomena are conveyed 
quite effectively. 


There orderly development the discussion 
atomic energy starting with matter, molecules, atoms 
and nuclear particles and proceeding through the 
intricacies radioactivity, nuclear reactions, nuclear 
fission, chain reactions, A-bombs and even H-bombs. 
One the final chapters devoted the problems 
civil defense against atomic weapons and the last 
chapter concerns possible future applications atomic 
energy. 


There are few errors the book, mainly connection 
with magnitudes interrelations physical quanti- 
ties. For example, stated (p. 39) that would 
take electrons weigh pound, whereas the 
number more nearly one thousandth this amount. 
However the few errors are inconsequential since they 
way detract from qualitative understanding 
the material treated. 


Best 


This book can read with profit and without much 
effort high school students and mature adults alike, 
particularly those who have scientific inclinations 
training yet who feel that they should know something 
about atomic energy and how may affect their lives, 
Only those who earnestly hope the book will show 
them how set atomic factory their kitchen 


will disappointed. 
Joseph Harper, Ph.D., 
Department Physics, 
University Scranton 


Woon, Basil The Current Publishing Scene, 1952 
Exposition Press. 1952. 76p. $2.00. 
slim book, but packed with information interest 


trends and preferences manuscripts for the year 


Woon, former literary editor the San 
Francisco News, sent questionnaires inquiries lead- 
ing publishing houses and has compiled the answers 
received; but has also added some his own com- 
ments the general state American letters that are 
sound and worth seeing. There is, says, less 


tion about the publishing business, “because there 


lower moral and there lower tone, 
cause profit 

Mailer, John James task 
for downright There chapters 
Prize Contests and Fellowships, Specialty Books, 


Juveniles, Regional Books, publica 


tions. Agents” will also help 
resolve many doubts. list Pub- 
lishers’ Addresses 


authors. 
REPRINTS 


Duffy, Clinton The San Quentin Story 


(As told Dean Jennings.) From serialized version 
Pocket Book 


Saturday Evening Post, March-May, 1950. 
Edition, 1951. 188p. $0.25. 

Clinton Duffy faced difficult situation San 
tin Prison when made Warden 1940. The periodic 
up-roar the well-known California house deten- 
tion called for top-level ability handle men, 
prisoned men anxious get out. 
believed that prison life was not meant inflict the 
vengeance the law misbehaving individuals, but 
attempt rehabilitate men useful members 
society. This book tells how Warden Duffy sought 
introduce that policy for the inmates. endeavored 


“fill their dragging hours with constructive activities 


that helped them keep touch with the outside 
world and strengthen their resolve live like decent 

The story the advance the new policy profusely 
illustrated with case histories that make the book in- 
tensely interesting. Through all shines luminously 
clear the big heart Warden Duffy—and the general 
co-operation his charges. 


Michael Curley, C.SS.R., 
Santa Maria University, 
Ponce, Puerto Rico 
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